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Elevate Acres Farm 
Farm Barn Risk Assessment Policy

1. Statement of Intent
Elevate Acres Farm is committed to ensuring that all activities within farm barn environments are carried out safely. The barn presents specific risks due to animals, equipment, confined spaces, and environmental conditions. This policy outlines how risks are identified, assessed, and managed to protect students, staff, and visitors.

2. Purpose
· To identify hazards within the barn environment
· To minimise risks through effective control measures
· To ensure safe working and learning practices
· To comply with health and safety legislation
· To promote a culture of safety awareness

3. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All barn areas (animal housing, feed storage, equipment areas)
· All staff, students, volunteers, and visitors
· All activities conducted within or around the barn







4. Responsibilities
Management/Proprietor
· Ensure risk assessments are completed and regularly reviewed
· Provide safe facilities, equipment, and training
· Ensure appropriate staffing and supervision



Staff
· Conduct and follow risk assessments
· Supervise students at all times
· Identify hazards and report concerns
· Enforce safety rules
Students
· Follow instructions and safety rules
· Use equipment safely
· Report hazards or concerns

5. Key Hazards in the Barn
Common hazards include:
· Animal-related injuries (kicks, bites, trampling)
· Slips, trips, and falls (wet floors, uneven surfaces, loose bedding)
· Manual handling (lifting feed, equipment)
· Sharp tools or equipment
· Dust and airborne particles
· Fire risks (hay, straw, electrical equipment)
· Restricted or confined spaces



6. Risk Assessment Process
· All barn activities are subject to risk assessment
· Hazards are identified and evaluated based on likelihood and severity
· Control measures are implemented to reduce risk
· Risk assessments are documented and shared with staff
· Reviewed annually or after any incident or change

7. Control Measures
Supervision
· Students are supervised at all times
· Higher-risk tasks require closer supervision
Access Control
· Restricted areas clearly identified
· Students only access approved areas
· Visitors must be supervised
Animal Safety
· Only suitable animals are used for student interaction
· Clear instructions given before entering animal areas
· No sudden movements, shouting, or running
Housekeeping
· Floors kept as clean and dry as possible
· Spillages cleared immediately
· Tools and equipment stored safely
Manual Handling
· Staff trained in safe lifting techniques
· Students only carry appropriate loads
· Mechanical aids used where possible
Dust and Air Quality
· Ventilation maintained
· Dust exposure minimised
· PPE (e.g. masks) used if required

8. Equipment and Tools
· Regularly inspected and maintained
· Stored securely when not in use
· Only used under supervision
· Appropriate PPE provided

9. Fire Safety
· Hay, straw, and flammable materials stored safely
· No smoking policy enforced
· Fire extinguishers accessible and maintained
· Emergency exits clearly marked and kept clear
· Fire drills conducted regularly



10. Hygiene and Biosecurity
· Handwashing required after barn activities
· Protective clothing used where necessary
· Animal waste handled safely
· Equipment cleaned regularly

11. Emergency Procedures
· Clear procedures in place for injury, fire, or animal escape
· First aid kits available in or near the barn
· Staff trained in emergency response
· Emergency contact details readily accessible

12. Training
· Staff receive training in barn safety and risk management
· Students are briefed before entering the barn
· Ongoing safety reminders are provided

13. Monitoring and Review
· Barn safety practices are regularly monitored
· Incidents are recorded and reviewed
· This policy and associated risk assessments are reviewed annually or sooner if required

14. Example Risk Assessment Summary
	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measures

	Animal contact
	Injury (kicks/bites)
	     Supervision, trained handling, calm behaviour

	Slips/trips
	Falls
	     Good housekeeping, appropriate footwear

	Equipment
	Cuts/injury
	     Supervised use, safe storage

	Fire
	Injury/damage
	     Fire procedures, safe storage of materials

	Dust
	Respiratory issues
	      Ventilation, PPE if needed
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Elevate Acres Farm Alternative Provision is committed to maintaining a safe barn environment where risks are carefully managed, allowing students to engage confidently in practical farm-based learning.
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