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Elevate Acres Farm Alternative Provision
Animal Welfare Policy

1. Statement of Intent
Elevate Acres Farm is committed to ensuring the highest standards of care and welfare for all animals on site. We recognise that animals play a vital role in the learning and development of our students, and we are dedicated to treating them with respect, compassion, and responsibility at all times.

2. Aims
· To ensure all animals are cared for in a safe, healthy, and appropriate environment
· To promote kindness, respect, and understanding of animal welfare among students
· To meet all legal obligations relating to animal care
· To ensure animals are protected from harm, distress, and neglect
· To provide positive and safe interactions between students and animals

3. Legal Framework
This policy is guided by relevant legislation including:
· Animal Welfare Act 2006
· The Welfare of Farmed Animals (England) Regulations 2007
We follow the Five Welfare Needs as set out in legislation:
1. The need for a suitable environment
2. The need for a suitable diet
3. The need to exhibit normal behaviour patterns
4. The need to be housed with, or apart from, other animals as appropriate
5. The need to be protected from pain, suffering, injury, and disease



4. Responsibilities
Management/Proprietor
· Ensure compliance with animal welfare legislation
· Provide appropriate facilities, resources, and staffing
· Ensure animals receive proper veterinary care
Staff
· Provide daily care for animals (feeding, cleaning, monitoring health)
· Ensure safe and appropriate handling
· Supervise all student interactions with animals
· Report any concerns about animal health or welfare immediately
Students
· Treat all animals with respect and care
· Follow instructions when interacting with animals
· Report any concerns to staff
· Not engage in behaviour that may distress or harm animals

5. Animal Care Standards
Accommodation
· Animals are housed in clean, secure, and appropriate environments
· Shelter is provided to protect from weather conditions
· Living areas are regularly cleaned and maintained
Feeding and Water
· Animals are provided with a balanced diet suitable for their species
· Fresh water is available at all times
· Feeding routines are consistent
Health and Veterinary Care
· Animals are checked daily for signs of illness or injury
· A qualified veterinarian is consulted when needed
· Preventative care (e.g. vaccinations, parasite control) is maintained


6. Handling and Interaction
· All interactions are supervised by trained staff
· Students are taught safe and respectful handling techniques
· Animals are not forced into interaction
· Signs of stress or discomfort in animals are recognised and responded to immediately

7. Safeguarding Animals and Students
· Risk assessments are in place for all animal-related activities
· Hygiene practices (e.g. handwashing) are enforced
· Students are not allowed unsupervised access to animals
· Any aggressive or unsafe behaviour is addressed immediately

8. Monitoring Animal Welfare
· Animals are regularly observed for physical and behavioural changes
· Records are kept of feeding, health checks, and treatments
· Any concerns are acted upon promptly

9. Illness, Injury, or Death of an Animal
· Immediate action is taken if an animal is unwell or injured
· Veterinary advice is sought where appropriate
· Humane treatment is always prioritised
· Students are supported sensitively in the event of illness or loss

10. Hygiene and Biosecurity
· Handwashing is required after animal contact
· Equipment is cleaned regularly
· Measures are in place to prevent the spread of disease
· Protective clothing is used where necessary


11. Ethical Treatment
· Animals will never be subjected to cruelty, neglect, or unnecessary stress
· Handling and training methods are humane
· Animals are not overworked or used inappropriately

12. Education and Learning
· Students are educated about animal welfare and responsibility
· Activities are designed to promote empathy and understanding
· Animal care is used as a positive learning experience

13. Visitors and External Parties
· Visitors must follow all animal welfare and safety rules
· Interactions with animals are supervised
· External professionals must adhere to this policy

14. Review and Monitoring
· This policy is reviewed annually or sooner if required
· Practices are regularly monitored to ensure high standards are maintained
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Elevate Acres Farm is committed to providing a safe, respectful, and nurturing environment for both students and animals, ensuring that animal welfare remains a central priority in all activities.
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