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Elevate Acres Farm
Outdoor Learning Policy


Policy Statement
Elevate Acres Farm is committed to providing safe, engaging, and high-quality outdoor learning experiences. Outdoor learning supports physical, social, and emotional development, fosters environmental awareness, and allows students to develop practical skills in a real-world setting. This policy outlines the principles, procedures, and responsibilities for outdoor learning activities on and off the Farm.

1. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All students, staff, volunteers, and visitors participating in outdoor learning activities. 
· All outdoor areas of the Farm, including animal enclosures, gardens, fields, workshops, and surrounding natural spaces. 
· Offsite outdoor learning experiences organised by the Farm. 

2. Objectives
The objectives of this policy are to:
· Provide a safe and inclusive outdoor learning environment. 
· Maximise educational opportunities through hands-on, experiential learning. 
· Promote awareness of health, safety, and environmental stewardship. 
· Ensure staff are trained and competent in delivering outdoor learning activities. 
· Integrate outdoor learning into broader educational goals and Farm operations. 

3. Responsibilities
Management
· Ensure all outdoor learning activities are planned, risk-assessed, and adequately resourced. 
· Provide staff with training in outdoor safety, animal handling, first aid, and emergency procedures. 
· Monitor compliance with health, safety, and safeguarding requirements during outdoor activities. 
· Maintain communication with parents or guardians regarding outdoor learning plans, risks, and permissions. 
Staff and Volunteers
· Supervise students effectively at all times. 
· Follow all safety protocols, risk assessments, and safeguarding procedures. 
· Ensure students understand expectations and safety rules before and during activities. 
· Report incidents, hazards, or near-misses promptly. 
Students
· Follow staff instructions and safety guidelines during outdoor learning. 
· Respect the Farm environment, animals, and equipment. 
· Report any hazards or concerns immediately. 

4. Planning Outdoor Learning
· Activities must be planned with clear learning objectives. 
· Appropriate risk assessments must be conducted for each activity, considering weather, terrain, animals, and student abilities. 
· All necessary equipment, PPE, and first aid provisions must be available. 
· Contingency plans should be in place for emergencies or adverse weather conditions. 

5. Health, Safety, and Wellbeing
· Staff must ensure students use PPE where required (e.g., gloves, boots, helmets). 
· Handwashing and hygiene procedures must be followed after handling animals, soil, or equipment. 
· Students should be dressed appropriately for weather and outdoor conditions. 
· Supervisors should maintain suitable ratios of staff to students for safety. 
· Emergency procedures and communication plans must be in place and accessible. 

6. Inclusion and Accessibility
· Outdoor learning experiences must be accessible and inclusive for all students, including those with disabilities or additional learning needs. 
· Adjustments should be made to ensure full participation. 
· Staff should encourage collaboration, respect, and positive engagement among all participants. 

7. Environmental and Animal Awareness
· Outdoor learning should promote respect for the natural environment, sustainable practices, and animal welfare. 
· Students should be guided on safe and appropriate interaction with animals. 
· The Farm’s biosecurity and hygiene procedures must always be observed. 

8. Monitoring and Evaluation
· Staff should review outdoor learning activities regularly to assess safety, learning outcomes, and student engagement. 
· Feedback from staff, students, and visitors should be collected to improve future activities. 
· Risk assessments and procedures should be updated following incidents or near-misses. 

9. Training
· All staff involved in outdoor learning must be trained in: 
· Health and safety procedures 
· Animal handling and welfare 
· First aid and emergency response 
· Safeguarding and inclusion principles 
· Risk assessment procedures 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Elevate Acres Farm is dedicated to providing safe, engaging, and meaningful outdoor learning experiences. By combining structured planning, risk management, and practical, hands-on learning opportunities, we enable students to develop confidence, skills, and an appreciation for the natural world while maintaining a safe and inclusive environment.
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